19

A wealthy young investment banker was driving a new BMW on a mountain road during a snow storm.  In the middle of one of the sharp, hairpin curves, he hit a patch of ice and lost control of the car.  The car began to slide off the road toward the edge of the cliff.  At the last moment the young investment banker unbuckled his seat belt, flung his door open, and leaped out of the car.  He rolled on the ground and looked up just in time to see the BMW crash at the bottom of the ravine and explode in a ball of flames.  The young banker had escaped with his life, but he had also suffered a ghastly injury.  Somehow his left arm had been wedged in the car as he jumped out, and it had been torn off at the shoulder.  About that time, a trucker came around the curve and saw the accident.  He pulled his truck over on the shoulder and ran down to see if he could help.  When he arrived at the scene, he found the banker standing at the edge of the cliff, looking down at the BMW burning in the ravine below.  Incredibly the banker was oblivious to his injury and was screaming, “My BMW!  My new BMW!”  The trucker pointed at the banker’s shoulder and said, “Buddy, you’ve got bigger problems than that car.  We’ve got to find your arm.  Maybe the surgeons can sew it back on or something!”  The banker looked where his arm had been, paused for a moment, and screamed, “Oh no!  My Rolex!  My new Rolex!”
Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  Last week we started looking at Jesus’ teaching on money and possessions in Matthew 6:19-34.  And we ended with His profound statement in verse 21: “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  We’re going to pick back up with that thought today, and we’re going to focus on verses 21-24.  So read with me, Matthew 6:21-24.  Jesus says, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. The eye is the lamp of the body.  If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light.  But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.  If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!  No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and Money.”
Now, as a quick recap, just in case you weren’t here last week, or just in case you’re like me and stuff tends to leak out of your head once it hits the pillow at night, I’m going to remind you of what we saw last week about Matthew 6:19-34 as a whole.  Even though there are 16 verses here, Jesus only gives us four commands in these 16 verses.  The first command is in verse 19, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth.”  The second command is in verse 20, “Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven.”  The third command is in verse 25, “Do not worry about your life.”  And the fourth command is in verse 33, “Seek first (God’s) kingdom and (God’s) righteousness.”  Everything else Jesus says is either explanation to help you understand these commands or encouragement to inspire you to obey these commands.  Even more than that, there is really only one main command.  That’s in verse 33: “Seek first God’s kingdom.”  Everything else grows out of that.   If you seek first God’s kingdom, you’ll store up treasures in heaven, because you’re focused on God’s kingdom.  If you seek first God’s kingdom, you won’t store up treasures on earth, because you’re focused on God’s kingdom and not this earth.  And if you seek first God’s kingdom, you won’t be worried about your life, because you’ll be focused on God’s kingdom and not your life.  Seek first God’s kingdom, and everything else grows out of that.  In a real sense, Jesus is saying this is the thing you have to get.  You have to get that your life is supposed to be about God’s kingdom.  If you get that right, everything else will fall into place.  If you miss that, everything you do will be wasted.  Seek first God’s kingdom.

The other thing we saw last week is that Jesus tells us that if we really do seek first God’s kingdom, it will have a major impact on the way we use our money and possessions.  If you seek first God’s kingdom, you won’t put your trust in your stuff, because you know that earthly treasures won’t last and don’t matter.  If you seek first God’s kingdom, the reality of eternal life will impact your everyday life, because you know that heavenly treasure will last forever and will matter forever.  If you seek first God’ kingdom, you won’t measure your net worth by how much you have but by where it’s stored, because every penny you invest in the kingdom of heaven is worth more than all the riches in this world.  And finally, when you seek first God’s kingdom, you’ll realize that the heart of the matter is not a matter of money.  The heart of the matter is a matter of the heart.  Jesus really doesn’t care about your money.  Jesus says money is a little, unimportant thing, and He does not care about it.  Jesus cares about what your money represents… Because your money represents your heart, and Jesus is monumentally concerned with your heart.  So today, we’re going to look at three truths Jesus teaches about our hearts in verses 21-24.    
The first truth Jesus teaches about your heart is that money is a magnet for your heart.  That’s exactly what verse 21 means: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Jesus says wherever you put your money, it’s going to pull your heart in that direction.  Invest your money in the world, your heart’s going to be pulled toward the world.  Give your money to God, your heart’s going to be pulled toward God.  Money is a magnet for your heart.
And if we’re honest, we’ve all experienced this before. We buy a new pair of shoes and suddenly we’re real careful about where we step.  We buy a new car and suddenly the kids can’t eat Happy Meals in the backseat any more.  We have a tendency to become obsessed with what we possess.  In fact, usually, the more expensive the possession, the more obsessive the behavior.  Let me give you an example: If a massive thunderstorm blew in and hail the size of softballs began to pelt 
Mount Juliet, the people driving Porsches would be in a bigger hurry to get their cars into the garage than the people driving Pontiacs.  And the people driving Ferraris would be way more stressed than the people driving Festivas.  We put our money into something, and our heart is automatically drawn to that.  

Another example: When you go to the gym to work out, who’s more concerned about putting a lock on their locker… Timex wearers or Rolex wearers?  Yeah, it’s the Rolex wearers.  You put a $20,000 Rolex in a locker, you’re going to lock it up real tight.  And even then, the whole time you’re working out, your mind’s not going to be on your biceps.  You’re going to be thinking about that Rolex.  But if you put an $8 Timex in a locker, you may not even bother with a lock.  

Money is a magnet for our heart.  Money pulls our heart wherever we put it.  And that’s why Jesus says, “Make sure you’re giving your money to God and not just to the things of this world, because you want your heart to be drawn toward God.”


Now, this also means something else for us, and this is going to seem backwards to some of you.  This means that you don’t wait until your heart is perfectly right before you start giving.  That’s never going to happen.  You have to start giving in order to start getting your heart right.  Put your money where it needs to be and it will pull your heart where it needs to be.  I dare you to try it.  Give to God and see if He doesn’t bless you by giving you a heart to love Him more.  Taste and see that the Lord is good.  God is worth your money.  

 Jesus says the same thing in another way in verses 22-23.  He says, "The eye is the lamp of the body.  If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light.  But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.  If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!”  

Now I don’t know about you, but I’ve always thought these verses were a little confusing.  They seem out of place.  I wasn’t sure how they connected to what Jesus just said about treasure in heaven and your heart and what He’s getting ready to say in verse 24 about serving God or serving money.  And a few years ago, a friend of mine finally helped me realize that Jesus is using the eyes as an illustration of the heart.  He’s saying, “The eyes are the body’s source of light.  So if your eyes are looking at light, your whole body will see light.  But if your eyes look at darkness, your whole body will see darkness.”  In effect, what He’s saying is, “You’re going to see whatever you look at.  You’re going to see whatever you focus on.”  And His point is, “If you’re always looking at the things of this world, then your heart is going to be drawn to this world.  But if you start focusing on the things of God, then your heart will be drawn to God.”  Your heart will be drawn to whatever you’re focused on.  

It reminds me of when I turned 16 and got my driver’s permit.  The very first day I had my permit, I went with Dad to Lexington.  And about halfway home, Dad pulled over to let me drive… My very first official experience driving on a public highway.  I pulled onto the road, hands at 10 and 2, checking all my mirrors, and everything was going great… until I started trying to read the road signs to make sure I wasn’t speeding.  Every time I looked over at the sign, I would veer toward it, and the car would make that awful noise that it makes when you’re driving on the shoulder.  I would jerk it back over into the lane, but pretty soon, if I was looking at a sign, RRRRRRRR.  I kept veering toward the sign when I looked at it.  If I wanted to stay on the road, I had to focus on the road.  If I looked to the left or right too long, I wound up driving in that direction.  Now, my driving skills have improved since then…hopefully.  For the most part, I can drive straight even when I look at a road sign.  But you know, it’s still true that for all of us that if we get distracted by something and look at it for too long, we start to drive toward it.  
That’s exactly what Jesus is telling us in these verses.  Jesus says that you’ll be pulled toward the things you focus on.  And one of the primary ways that you’ll know what you’re focused on is by where you put your money.  Put your money on the world, you’ll focus on the world, and your heart will be drawn to the world.  Give your money to God, and you’ll focus on God, and your heart will be drawn to God.  Your heart will be drawn to whatever you’re focused on.  So is your heart focused on your Savior or on your stuff?  Which do you treasure more?    For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  Money is a magnet for your heart.
And before we move on, I want to clarify one thing you might be tempted to think.  Some of you might be tempted to think, “Well, I don’t have very much money, so this isn’t a very big problem for me.”  That’s not true.  The amount of money is completely irrelevant to Jesus’ teaching.  I once heard someone say that you can block out the entire Rocky Mountains with just two dimes.  Just hold the dimes right in front of your eyes, and you won’t see anything else.  It doesn’t take large quantities of money to come between us and God.  Just a little bit of money, put in the wrong place, will blind us to the greatness of God.  So whether you’re a billionaire or broke and bankrupt or somewhere in between, if you focus on money, it will pull your heart away and come between you and God.  I’ve known rich people who were obsessed with money, and it pulled their heart away from God.  And I’ve known poor people who were obsessed with money… and it pulled their heart away from God.  Rich, poor, or middle class, money is a magnet for your heart.  So give your money and your heart to God.  
The second big truth Jesus teaches about your heart is that you’ve only got one heart, and it can’t be divided.  Look at verse 24.  Jesus says, "No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and Money.”
 Jesus uses the illustration of a slave who has two masters.  If those two masters command different things, it will be impossible for the slave to obey both.  He has to choose one or the other.  And that’s exactly the situation of our hearts when it comes to God and money.  God and money are radically different taskmasters who make fundamentally different demands on your life, and you cannot serve both of them.  Money is going to tell you to get as much as you can for yourself, spend as much as you can on yourself, keep as much as you can for yourself, and invest as much as you can as aggressively as you can, so you can get even more and start the whole process all over again.  God simply says, “Give as much as you can.  And wile you’re at it, give me your whole heart.”  So money says, “Keep it for yourself,” and God says, “Give yourself to me.”  And you can’t do both.  You can’t give God what He deserves if you’re a slave to money’s demands.  

I have a friend who’s a pastor and he says you have to choose whether you’ll worship the Master or the MasterCard.  And that’s a great to put it.  You will worship either the Master or the MasterCard, but it can’t be both, because they are diametrically opposed.  

The MasterCard pushes you to be proud of your possessions.  The Master calls you to possess a humble heart.  
The MasterCard says the way you look is what matters.  The Master commands you to walk by faith and not by sight.  
The MasterCard says buy whatever you need to fit in.  The Master says you’re an alien and stranger here.  
The MasterCard says this life is all that matters, so build a bigger house.  The Master says this world is not your home.  

And Jesus clearly teaches that you will obey one or the other… but not both!  You cannot serve both God and money…  And I just want to remind you that money is a lousy, unreliable god that did not die on the cross for your sins. Money may do a lot of things for you in this world, but it cannot give you what you need the most!  Only Jesus can!  So worship the Master, not the MasterCard.  Serve God and not money… because you’ve only got one heart, and it can’t be divided.  

And before we move on, I want to point out that Jesus is calling for something much more radical than we usually act like He is.  I think we usually say, “Okay, I have to choose between God and money.  Well, of course, I choose God.  So here’s what I’m going to do.  I’m going to give God a little bit of my money to appease Him, maybe 10%, maybe a little more, maybe a little less, and then I’m gonna go do what I want with the rest.”  And Jesus says, “That’s exactly what you can’t do!  It can’t be both!  It’s God or money.  Not God and money.”  It can’t be, “Here, God.  Here’s my scraps.  Hope you’re happy with that.  Love ya.  Servin’ ya.  Now if you don’t mind, I’m gonna go do what I want with the rest of my money, cause, man, I love my money.”  No!  It has to be, “God, here’s everything.  Here’s every last penny, everything I own… it’s yours.  My tithe is yours.  My income is yours.  My savings account is yours.  My retirement account is yours.  My car is yours.  My home is yours.  My heart is yours.  My very life is yours.  It’s all yours, and if you want it all, you can have it all.  If you want every penny I have, if you want me to sell every possession I have, so be it!  It’s yours anyway.  And if you decide to let me keep some of what’s yours, I praise you for your grace and your blessing.  Thank you for what you give me.  All of it is always yours.”        

Church, you cannot serve both God and money.  You must be single-minded.  You must serve God alone or you aren’t truly serving God… Because you only have one heart, and it can’t be divided.  

The third truth about your heart may be the most challenging one of all.  I think this truth is both the hardest for us and the most crucial for us in our world today.  Jesus teaches that your heart is revealed, not just by what you give, but by what you keep.  Think about verses 19-21 again.  “Do not store up treasures on earth… But store up treasures in heaven…  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Let me tell you what Jesus clearly does not say.  Jesus does not say, “Give a little to heaven and you’ll be okay.”  That’s not what He says.  He says, “Wherever you put your treasure, there your heart will be.”  So… if you keep more treasure on earth than you give to heaven, where’s your heart going to be?  Your heart will be revealed by what you keep, maybe even more than by what you give.  Instead of asking, "How much of my money will I give to God?" we need to ask, "How much of God's money will I keep for myself?" 
And, Church, I know how hard of a truth this is for us.  We have more now and we’re able to keep more now than any people in the history of the world.  That’s why this truth is so hard for us.  That’s also why it’s so dangerous for us to ignore this truth.  We need to take Jesus seriously and talk very practically and directly about this truth.  So very practically and directly, I want to ask you, “How much do you keep?”  If you make $20,000 a year, giving 10% may be a huge sacrifice for you, and it will be great for your heart.  But if you’re making $200,000/year, and you give 10%, you’re still keeping $180,000 for yourself, and that’s a lot of treasure on earth.  Are you storing up more treasures on earth or more treasures in heaven?  And make sure that question hits you as hard as it should.  I’m not just asking, “Are you storing up treasures in heaven?”  I’m asking, “Even if you’re storing up some treasures in heaven, are you still storing up too many treasures on earth?”  Your heart is revealed not just by what you give, but by what you keep.  

In his usual piercing style, John Piper makes this point well when he says the evidence that many followers of Jesus treasure earth more than heaven is seen not in what they give but in how much they own!  He says, “God is not glorified when we keep for ourselves (no matter how thankfully) what we ought to be using to alleviate the misery of the unevangelized, uneducated, unhoused, and unfed millions.”  Piper also says God does not prosper a man’s business so that man can move from a Buick to a BMW.  God prospers a business so unreached people can be reached and unfed people can be fed.
What this means is that if God chooses to prosper your work or bless you financially, it’s not so you can live more luxuriously, but so that you can give more generously for eternal causes.  Randy Alcorn says it this way, “God prospers me not to raise my standard of living, but to raise my standard of giving.” 
So let me ask a very hard question.  Why is it that every pay raise is more likely to prompt an increase in our quality of living rather than an increase in our standard of giving?  Listen, six digit salaries don’t have to warrant six digit lifestyles.  Six digit salaries can send out lots of missionaries and support lots of ministries.  Even if we’re storing up a lot of treasures in heaven, are we still storing up too many treasures on earth?  It’s a powerful challenge for us when we start thinking in terms not of how much we give but how much we keep.  
Now, there is one thing I want to be very careful of as we talk in these terms.  I don’t want us to make legalistic demands on one another that the Bible doesn’t make.  You see, there is a tremendous amount of freedom in the Christian life, and there are very few specific lifestyle boundaries in the Bible.  The Bible doesn’t tell us how big our TV should be, or how many square feet our house should be, or what kind of car we should drive.  There is a lot of freedom there.  But the Bible does tell us those choices are not a matter of indifference.  Those choices reveal our hearts and are something for which we are eternally responsible.  So the solution is not to generate a list of legalistic requirements that dictates every lifestyle decision you make.  That’s not what the Bible does.  The solution is for your heart to be changed by the grace of God and for you to be led by the Holy Spirit as you make lifestyle decisions that are not specifically addressed in Scripture.  Don’t be motivated by guilt and legalism.  That will never last.  Be motivated by the greatness of God’s grace.  So please hear me:  
I am not saying don’t ever build or buy a new home.  I am saying let the reality and value of heaven govern your real estate spending strategies on earth.

I am not saying don’t ever leave the state of Tennessee.  I am saying let the reality and value of heaven govern your vacation spending strategies on earth.

I am not saying don’t plan for retirement.  I am saying let the reality and value of heaven govern your investment strategies on earth.  

I am not saying don’t make a lot of money.  I am saying let the reality and value of heaven govern your spending strategies on earth.
In fact, making a lot of money is not the problem at all. The problem is the constant accumulation of luxuries that are soon felt to be needs.  The Bible never once says that money is inherently bad.  The Bible says the love of money is bad.  And you can love money whether you have a lot or none at all.  It’s not how much you make that reveals your heart.  It’s the way you use what you make that reveals your heart.  And therefore, Jesus calls you, as one of His followers, to release and distribute and share your wealth as opposed to hoarding it and stockpiling it and keeping it for yourself.  Six digit salaries don’t have to warrant six digit lifestyles.  Six digit salaries can send out lots of missionaries and support lots of ministries.  How much you keep says even more about your heart than how much you give.

So let me share with you a very practical and very simple way to think about Jesus’ teaching here.  Wesley Willmer gives three simple guidelines for storing up treasure in heaven.  First, make all you can.  Second, live as inexpensively as you can.  Third, provide maximum resources to the work of the gospel.  Make all you can.  Live as inexpensively as you can.  Provide maximum resources to the work of the gospel.
Unfortunately, in our culture today, most Christians are great at number one, but pretty confused about numbers 2 and 3.  In most cases, we want to make all we can and then live as expensively as we can while providing minimum resources to God’s kingdom.  Once again, that mindset reveals we are more concerned with treasure on earth than treasure in heaven.  Your heart is revealed not just by what you give, but by what you keep.
John Wesley is a great example of what we’re talking about here.  Wesley was a preacher during the 1700s, and he set a modest level of expenses that he was going to live on each year.  In today’s money, it was about $20,000.  Everything above that amount, he gave away.  The first year, he had a little extra that he gave away.  The next year, his income increased, so he gave away a little more.  Over time, Wesley’s income increased to the equivalent of about $160,000.  But Wesley kept living on $20,000 and gave away $140,000 per year.  He set a cap on his standard of living so that he could keep increasing his standard of giving.  And that is great reflection of Jesus’ teaching.  Make all you can.  Live as inexpensively as you can.  Provide maximum resources to the work of the gospel.

Now, the one thing I cannot do for you is tell you what your cap should be.  The Bible doesn’t say whether it’s $20,000 or $40,000 or $60,000.  It may be different for some of us, because our needs and situations are different.  But the point is: Have you ever even thought in those terms?  Have you thought about saying, “This much is enough.  I don’t need any more.  I’ll live on this and give the rest away.”  We need to wrestle with that thought, because how much you keep says even more about your heart than how much you give.
And before we close, I want to ask a really big question: Why is it that we struggle so much with this teaching?  A lot of you are probably really uncomfortable right now.  Some of you might even be angry.  I think one of the main reasons for that is something we saw two weeks ago when we talked about fasting.  We’re confused about where our home is.  We think this world is our home.  And we want to make our home as nice and comfortable and enjoyable as possible.  So we get angry when we hear this teaching because we don’t want to let go of the things that make us comfortable in our home.  Randy Alcorn says it perfectly when he says, “The greatest deterrent to giving is the illusion that earth is our home.”  We don’t want to give as much as we can, because that means we’re going to have to sacrifice things that would have made our home more comfortable.  So we struggle with this teaching because we think earth is our home.    
But here’s the thing: Earth is not our home.  Heaven is our home.  Jesus is our home!  And too many Christians are treating earth as permanent, and eternal life as irrelevant… and our checkbooks and our lifestyles reveal it.  We have gotten so comfortable in this world that we don’t long for Jesus and for heaven and for the things of God the way we should.  
So, Church, please be reminded today: This world is not your home!  Earth is a temporary apartment you rent while you wait on your eternal home.  Anything you store up here, you will lose.  Please, please, please be set free from the trap of treating here as permanent and eternal life as irrelevant.  Store up eternal treasures in heaven, not just temporary treasures on earth.
And as we close, I want to offer you some encouragement, but then also a challenge.  The encouragement is that we’re now six weeks into our new budget year, and our giving is at 100.2% of the budget.  I hope that’s a sign that faithfulness and generosity is sprouting in our hearts.  I hope that’s a sign that we love and value Jesus and His gospel so much that we desire to give our money to Him.  That’s the encouragement.  Our giving is enough to meet budget.  
Now here’s the challenge: I ran the numbers this past week, and between Sunday School and church membership, we currently have 631 households in this church.  So I took the median household income for Mt. Juliet, and I asked, “What if all of our households tithed off the median household income?”  Just tithing, just the median household income.  Nothing above and beyond.  The answer is that we would give $4.7 million per year.  For the budget year that just ended six weeks ago, we gave $1.95 million.  That means we gave about 4.1% of the median household income for Mt. Juliet.  This year, even though we’re meeting budget, we’re currently on pace to give about 4.4% of the median household income.  That’s less than half of a tithe.  

So here’s the challenge for us: Jesus calls us to give as much as we can.  Jesus calls us to invest our money in the kingdom of God well above and beyond the tithe.  But the challenge for us is that we’re nowhere near that point, because we’re not even being faithful to the point of obedience yet.  As a church, we’re not even tithing.  Jesus is talking about a generosity that exceeds obedience, but we haven’t even gotten obedience right.  
We’re moving in the right direction, but our hearts are nowhere near where they need to be.  And that’s Jesus’ biggest concern.  Jesus is monumentally concerned with your heart.  
So I pray that you will hear what Jesus teaches about your heart today:  Money is a magnet for your heart.  You only have one heart, and it can’t be divided.  And your heart is revealed not just by what you give, but by what you keep.  So, Church, I pray that you will use your money in a way that pulls your heart toward God.  I pray that you will take the step of obedience and start tithing.  I pray you will take a step of faith and start giving generously beyond the tithe.  I pray that you will give your whole heart and your whole life to God.  And I pray that both what you give and what you keep will reveal a heart that loves Jesus and values Jesus above all else.
· Trust Jesus

· Ask Spirit to search your heart – see if it is turned towards God or your stuff.
· Are you giving obediently?  Generously? 
· Today you may just immediately know you are not where you need to be – need help – some people to pray…




















