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Turn in your Bibles to 1 Corinthians chapter 1.  We’re 

continuing our study of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, and today 

we’re focusing on 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.  And for those of us 

who are followers of Jesus, these verses start on a very personal 

note.  Paul asks us to think back to the day when God called us 

by His grace and we first began trusting Jesus.  He asks us to 

remember who we were when God called us and saved us.  So 

I’m going to ask you to do that right now.  Think about that 

moment when God’s grace gripped your heart and opened your 

eyes and drew you to Jesus.  Remember who you were when God 

called you, and listen to these verses.  Paul writes, “Brothers, 

think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you 

were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not 

many were of noble birth.  But God chose the foolish things of the 

world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world 

to shame the strong.  He chose the lowly things of this world and 

the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the 

things that are, so that no one may boast before him.  It is 

because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for 

us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and 

redemption.  Therefore, as it is written: ‘Let him who boasts 

boast in the Lord.’” 

Church, there is so much to see in this text.  And we need 

to start exactly where Paul asks us to start in verse 26, “Brothers, 

think of what you were when you were called.”  I hope you’ve 

already been doing that.  Do you remember who you were when 
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God called you by His grace and saved you?  And with that 

picture of yourself in your mind, let’s walk through Paul’s list.  

First, he says, “Not many of you were wise by human standards.”  

We can all say amen to that!  Seriously, are any of you Nobel 

Prize winners?  Are any of you Rhodes Scholars?  Are any of you 

advisors to the President?  Are any of you professors from 

Oxford or Harvard or Yale?  By human standards, not many of us 

are wise.  Maybe none of us.  Keep thinking about who you were 

when God called you, and look at what’s next on Paul’s list, “Not 

many were influential.”  How many of you run a billion dollar 

company?  How many of you know the codes to our country’s 

nuclear weapons?  Have many of you can pick up the phone and 

call the President?  The Vice President?  The Governor?  By 

human standards, not many of us are influential.  Maybe none of 

us.  Keep thinking about who you were when God called you, 

and look at what’s next on Paul’s list, “Not many were of noble 

birth.”  Are any of you in line to become king or queen of a 

country?  Any princes or princesses in here?  Well, maybe 

somebody in here, your father was the President of the United 

States?  No?  Well, how many of you had a parent who was the 

Governor of Tennessee?  A Senator?  Anything?  Our biggest 

royalty is Mrs. Hibbett… She was the mayor of Mt. Juliet!  Not 

many of us are of noble birth.  Probably none of us.   

So what that means is that if you were to measure us by 

human standards, when God called us and saved us, most of us, 

maybe all of us, were not wise, not influential, and not of noble 
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birth.  Right?  And if I’m doing the conversion right in my head, 

the fact that we were not wise, not influential, and not of noble 

birth means that when God called us, we were foolish, weak, 

despised commoners.  And in verses 27-28 Paul tells us that’s 

exactly right.  He says, “But God chose the foolish things of the 

world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world 

to shame the strong.  He chose the lowly things of this world and 

the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the 

things that are...”   

Paul tells us that God looks at everything in this world, 

and He sees all the world’s wisdom and all the world’s strength 

and all the world’s glory, and God says, “That’s not what I’m 

looking for.  I want the foolish, the weak, the lowly, the 

despised.”  God says, “Give me the nobodies and the nothings.  

That’s who I’m looking for.” 

And if you think about it, you see God doing this over and 

over and over throughout the whole story of the Bible.  When 

God starts the nation of Israel, He chooses an infertile elderly 

couple with no children and not one square foot of land between 

the two of them.  How are you going to make a nation out of 

that?  The two things you need for a nation are people and land, 

and they don’t have either one.  And that’s who God chooses.  

When God rescues that nation out of Egypt, He chooses a 

murderer who fled the country and has been herding sheep for the 

past 40 years.  When God selects a king for that nation, He 

chooses a shepherd boy who’s the youngest in his family and is 
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so unimpressive that his dad doesn’t even think of him as a 

possibility.  When God chooses the first leaders for His church, 

He chooses uneducated fishermen and despised tax collectors.  

This is how God works!  He chooses the foolish things of the 

world, the weak things, the lowly things, the despised things, and 

the things that are not.   

But why?  Why would God ever do it that way?  Why 

would He say, “Give me the foolish instead of the wise.  Give me 

the weak instead of the strong.  Give me the lowly and the 

despised instead of the influential and the noble.”?  Look at verse 

29, “So that no one may boast before him.”  The reason God 

chooses the foolish and the weak and the lowly and the despised 

instead of the wise and the strong and the influential and the 

noble is so that no one will be able to boast before God.  No one 

will be able to say, “I was so good that God chose me.”  And why 

is that so important?  Why is it so important that no one be able 

to boast before God?  Look at verse 31, “Therefore, as it is 

written: ‘Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”  The reason why 

it’s so important that no one boast before God is because 

everyone should be boasting in God.  The only boasting that 

should exist in the whole universe is boasting about God.  God 

deserves all the glory in the universe.  God is worthy of all the 

glory in the universe.  So God should get all the glory in the 

universe.  And therefore God works in such a way that He will 

get all the glory in the universe.  No one will be able to boast 

before God.  The only boasting that will ring out for all eternity is 
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boasting about how great God is.  And God has worked in such a 

way… and God has chosen people in such a way… to guarantee 

that this is true.  God has worked and God has chosen so that all 

boasting will be in Him and all glory will belong to Him.   

Now, this truth is so huge… this truth about God’s glory 

is so central to all reality… that I want to make sure we look at it 

very closely and think very carefully about it.  And I want to start 

by raising a question that some of you may have.  We’ve just said 

that God is working for His own glory.  God chooses in such a 

way that all boasting will be in Him, and He will get all glory for 

Himself.  And the question I want to ask is, “Is it okay for God to 

do that?  Is it right for God to work for His own glory?”   

And the reason I ask that question is because we’ve all 

known people who seek glory for themselves… people who are 

proud and arrogant and boastful and self-centered… and we 

know that’s not a good thing.  It’s not right for us to seek our own 

glory, so is it right for God to seek His own glory? 

Now, I’ll go ahead and tell you up front the answer is yes.  

It is right for God to seek His own glory.  But I don’t want us to 

stop with just the answer.  I want us to work to really see why it’s 

right for God to seek His own glory.  And I want us to see it from 

several different angles.  The first angle is the angle of justice.  

Think about what justice really is.  Justice is when you make the 

right judgment about something and pronounce the right verdict 

about it.  For example, imagine that someone accused you of 

stealing their car, but you didn’t do it.  You’re innocent.  If you 
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go to court and the judge declares you innocent, that’s justice.  

That’s the right judgment, and the verdict matches reality.  You 

are innocent, and he declares you innocent.  What he says about 

you is right.  That’s justice.  In the same way, if you actually did 

steal the car, then justice would be for the judge to say that you’re 

guilty.  So justice is when the right judgment is declared. 

And with that in mind, I want you to imagine that 

everything in all reality is placed before you.  Every person, 

every value, every treasure, every desire, and you have to decide 

what is most valuable.  You have to decide what is the most 

important thing in all reality.  What matters most?  The Bible 

clearly teaches us that God’s glory matters most.  God’s glory is 

most important.  Everything else is about God’s glory.  

Everything else exists for God’s glory.  So God’s glory is the 

ultimate, most important thing in the universe.  So in order for 

you to be just… in order for justice to be done, you have to make 

the declaration that God’s glory is most important… because it is.  

In order for justice to be done, you have to make the right 

judgment and your verdict has to match reality, and reality is that 

God’s glory is most important.  So justice demands that you treat 

God’s glory as most important. 

Well, guess what?  Even though you and I are not 

perfectly just… even though we don’t always treat what’s most 

important as if it’s most important… God does, because God is 

perfectly just.  God always makes the right judgments.  God is 

always truthful.  God is always just.  And therefore, when God 
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thinks about His own glory, God is compelled to treat His glory 

as if it’s most important… because it really is!  God’s justice 

guarantees that God will treat His glory as most valuable, 

because God’s glory really is most valuable. 

The only other alternative is that God would treat His 

glory as less valuable than it really is.  But if He does that, that’s 

the wrong verdict, and then He’s not just, and then He’s not God. 

So if you think about God’s justice, you see that it is just 

and right for God to treat His glory as most important, because 

His glory really is most important. 

Let’s think about this truth from another angle.  Let’s try 

the angle of wisdom.  Wisdom means that you have the insight 

and discernment to make good decisions.  For example, imagine 

that you have a distant relative who is very wealthy and he passes 

away.  And in his will, he leaves you his 1931 Bugatti Royale 

Kellner Coupe.  Now, you may not know what that is.  I didn’t, 

either.  So let me tell you.  That’s the most expensive car in the 

world.  In 1987, it sold for $8.7 million.  And your wealthy 

relative wills you this car.  Now, imagine a car dealer hears about 

it, and he makes you an offer.  He says, “I will give you $10 for 

the car.”  If you say yes, and you sell that $8.7 million car for 

$10, is that wise?  No!  That’s foolish.  That’s stupid.  Wisdom 

means you recognize the car’s value, and you make a good 

decision based on how valuable it is. 

Well, here’s the thing: God’s glory is way more valuable 

than a 1931 Bugatti Royale Kellner Coupe.  God’s glory is the 
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most valuable treasure in the whole universe.  God’s glory is 

infinitely valuable.  There is nothing that compares.  And 

therefore, if you trade God’s glory for anything else in the 

universe, that’s not wise.  That’s foolish.  Because whatever else 

you choose isn’t as valuable as God’s glory.  And wisdom will 

recognize the value of God’s glory and make a good decision to 

treat God’s glory as most valuable. 

Well, guess what?  Even though you and I aren’t always 

wise… even though we don’t always make good decisions… 

God does, because God is perfectly wise.  God always has 

completely perfect insight.  And God always makes the absolute 

best decisions.  And therefore, when God thinks about His own 

glory, in His wisdom, God sees that His glory is most valuable.  

And God makes the right decision: He chooses to treat His glory 

as if it’s most valuable, because it really is! 

The only other alternative is that you would have God 

look at His glory and then look at something else that is less 

valuable and then foolishly decide to treat that other thing as if it 

were more valuable than His glory.  But if God does that, then 

God is not wise, and if God is not wise, then God is not God. 

So if you think about God’s wisdom, you see that it is 

absolutely right for God to treat His glory as most valuable… 

Because His glory really is most valuable.  And in His wisdom, 

God knows that is true.  And in His wisdom, God acts like that is 

true. 
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Let’s think about it from one more angle.  And this one 

may surprise you.  Let’s try the angle of love.  Love means that 

you want to do what is best for the person you love.  You desire 

their good and you are committed to doing what is best for them.  

For example, Christy and I love Sydney.  And because we love 

her, we feed her, we clothe her, we change her diapers.  Now, 

imagine if we said, “You know, sometimes she gets cranky when 

we try to feed her, so we’re just going to stop feeding her.  

Sometimes she squirms when we’re putting her clothes on, so 

we’re going to stop clothing her.  Sometimes she cries when we 

change her diaper, so we’re going to stop changing it.”  Would 

that be loving?  No.  Because we’re not doing what’s best for her.  

And by the way, notice that there may be times when we’re doing 

what’s best for her and she doesn’t like it… but we do what’s 

best for her anyway, because we love her.  And I don’t have to 

tell you that this will play itself out more and more over the next 

few years as we have to discipline her and correct her, because 

we know that it’s best for her to learn obedience, and we love her 

so much that we’re going to give her what’s best. 

Now, let’s take this truth about love, and let’s think about 

God.  Does God love you?  Absolutely.  God loves you.  God is 

love.  And that means that God wants to do what is best for you.  

Well, what’s the best thing that God can ever do for you?  What’s 

the most valuable thing that God can ever give you?  His own 

glory.  God’s glory is the best thing that exists.  And that means 

the best thing God can ever do for you is to show you His glory.  
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So make sure you see this: When God seeks His own glory, God 

is doing what’s best for you, because His glory is what’s best for 

you.  When God seeks His own glory, He is loving you by doing 

what’s best for you.  So listen, it is not selfish for God to seek His 

own glory.  It is loving for God to seek His own glory… because 

His glory is what’s best for you, and He loves you by giving you 

what’s best for you. 

The only other alternative is that you would have God 

look at His glory and know that it is best for you, and then say, 

“You know, sometimes they get cranky when I try to show them 

my glory.  Sometimes they think that makes me selfish.  

Sometimes they just want to live for themselves, so I’ll just give 

them what they want and not give them my glory.”  Do you see 

that if God did that, then God would not be loving, because God 

would not be doing what’s best for you?  And if God’s not 

loving, then God’s not God. 

So if you think about God’s love, you see that His love 

compels Him to seek His own glory, because His love means that 

He wants to give you what’s best for you, and His glory is what’s 

best for you. 

And before we move on, let me offer one more 

illustration, because I really want to make sure we’re getting this 

truth.  Imagine that you’re on a basketball team with LeBron 

James.  And imagine that it’s the very end of the game, and your 

team is losing by one point.  You call a timeout, and you huddle 

up, and you draw up the last play.  And the play has you taking 
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the shot instead of LeBron.  But LeBron speaks up and says, 

“You better let me take this shot instead of you.”  Is LeBron 

being selfish when he says that?  No.  LeBron James is the best 

player in the world right now, and if he takes the shot, that gives 

your team the best chance to win.  He’s not just thinking about 

himself.  He’s thinking about what’s best for you, and what’s best 

for the whole team.  And it just so happens that him taking the 

shot is what’s best for the team.   

Listen, when God says, “I’m going to do things so that 

you have to boast in me instead of boasting in yourself,” He’s not 

being selfish.  He’s doing what’s best for you.  It is best for you 

to boast in God and glory in God.  That is the very essence of 

heaven.  And being so consumed with your own glory that you 

miss God’s glory is the very essence of hell.  So when God seeks 

His own glory, He’s doing what’s best for you.  It just so happens 

that God’s glory, and not your own glory, is what’s best for you. 

So all of that to answer the question, “Is it right for God to 

work for His own glory?”  And the answer is: Absolutely!  It is 

just, and it is wise, and it is loving for God to work for His own 

glory, because His glory really is most important, His glory really 

is most valuable, and His glory really is best for us. 

And now, with that great truth in mind, let’s go back to 

our text, and let’s think very carefully about how God works for 

His glory.  We’ve already seen that God chooses the foolish and 

the weak and the despised instead of the wise and the strong and 

the noble, so that no one will be able to boast before Him.  But 
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why does that guarantee that no one will be able to boast before 

Him?  Here’s what I mean: It’s easy to see that the foolish and 

the weak and the despised won’t be able to boast before God.  

They’re foolish and weak and despised.  They don’t have 

anything to boast about.  And if God chose them, it’s not because 

they deserved it… it’s not because they had anything to offer 

God… it’s only because God is gracious, and therefore, God gets 

all the glory.  But my question is, how does that keep the wise 

and the strong and the influential and the noble from boasting?  I 

mean, can’t they still say, “I’m wise.  I’m strong.  I’m influential.  

I’m noble.  I’m going to boast about that”?  Yes, they can say 

that.  But do you see what God’s response will be?  They say, 

“I’m wise.  I’m strong.  I’m influential.  I’m noble.”  And God 

says, “So what?  That doesn’t mean anything to me.  I don’t need 

any of that.  I don’t need your wisdom.  I don’t need your 

strength.  I don’t need your influence.  I don’t need your nobility.  

Look at who I use.  I use foolish, weak, despised commoners, and 

I accomplish all my purposes, because I am God.” 

So by choosing the foolish and the weak and the despised, 

God shows the wise and the strong and the noble that they don’t 

have anything to boast about, because their wisdom and strength 

and nobility don’t carry any weight before God.  God doesn’t 

need anything from them any more than He needs anything from 

the foolish and the weak and the despised.  If anything, their 

wisdom and strength and nobility is a hindrance for them, 

because it makes them more likely to boast in themselves instead 
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of boasting in God, and if they do that, they miss the very thing 

that matters most, because they’re missing God’s glory! 

So it is true that when God chooses the foolish and weak 

and despised, no one can boast before Him.  The foolish and the 

weak and the despised can’t boast, because it’s clear that they 

didn’t deserve for God to choose them.  They didn’t have 

anything to offer God.  God offered His grace to them.  And then 

the wise and the strong and the noble can’t boast, because it’s 

clear that God doesn’t need them.  Their wisdom and strength 

and nobility don’t matter.  The very thing they might take pride 

in is actually worthless, so they don’t have anything to boast 

about, either.  No one can boast before God. 

And in just a minute, we’re going to close with some 

ways that this text applies to our lives.  But before we do, there’s 

a possible misunderstanding that I want to make sure we avoid.  I 

can imagine someone reading these verses and then saying, “So 

God only chooses foolish, weak, despised people, and He rejects 

all the wise, strong, noble people.”  No, that’s not true.  Look at 

verse 26 closely.  Paul says, “Brothers, think of what you were 

when God called you.  Not many of you were wise by human 

standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble 

birth.”  Paul says not many were wise, influential, and noble, but 

that means there were some.  Some of the believers at Corinth 

were wise, influential, and noble.  And that means God didn’t 

reject them all just because they were wise, influential, and noble.  

You see, God is full of grace, and God will accept anyone who 
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comes to Him.  But there’s only one way to come to God.  The 

only way to come to God is to come humbly and in faith.  You 

have to come to God trusting Him and not yourself.  And 

humanly speaking, it’s a lot harder for the wise and the influential 

and the noble to recognize how much they need God and to trust 

God and to depend on God, because they’re much more likely to 

be proud of themselves and to think that they’re good enough.  

And no one can come to God in that way.  So God does accept 

the wise and the influential and the noble who come to Him 

humbly... but most of them don’t, because their wisdom and their 

influence and their nobility is a stumbling block for them.  And 

we see this all the time in the New Testament.  The prostitutes, 

the tax collectors, the sinners… they come to Jesus and they trust 

Him because they’re desperate and broken and needy… and they 

know it!  But the Pharisees, the religious leaders, the rich young 

rulers… they reject Jesus, because they’re too proud and self-

righteous to bow before Him and admit they need Him.  But for 

the few Pharisees and religious leaders and wealthy people who 

do come in humble faith… Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathea, 

Paul, Lydia… God accepts them in His grace.  Their wisdom and 

their wealth and their influence don’t disqualify them, as long as 

they stop trusting in it and start trusting in God. 

So what we need to understand in this text is that yes, 

God does primarily choose the foolish and the weak and the 

despised, because they’re much more likely to glory in Him and 

not in themselves.  But if there are any wise or strong or 
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influential who will glory in God and not in themselves, God 

chooses them as well.  God gives His grace to anyone who will 

receive it in humble faith.  And that is good news for all of us. 

And before we close, I want us to think about some ways 

this text applies to our lives.  The first application is that it does 

not matter what the world thinks about you.  Do you see that?  It 

doesn’t matter if the world thinks you’re wise or foolish.  It 

doesn’t matter if the world thinks you’re strong or weak.  It 

doesn’t matter if the world loves you or despises you… because 

the world’s standards don’t mean anything to God.  The only 

thing that matters in your life is whether God has called you by 

His grace and you are humbly trusting Him.   

And Church, I pray that you see how much freedom and 

joy there is in this truth.  So many of you spend so much time 

worried about what everybody thinks: Do they like me?  Do they 

approve of me?  Do they agree with me?  Are they impressed 

with me?  Do they think I’m smart?  Do they think I’m good?  

Do they think I’m successful?  It doesn’t matter!  None of that 

carries any weight with God, so stop worrying about it!  Let the 

world think you’re a fool.  Let the world think you’re weak.  It 

doesn’t matter what the world thinks about you.  The only thing 

that matters is for you to humbly trust God’s grace.  And there is 

glorious freedom in that truth. 

Second, beware of the things in your life that tempt you to 

be proud.  Are you successful by the world’s standards?  Are you 

wealthy?  Are you athletic?  Are you smart?  Are you attractive?  
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Are you popular?  Are you a leader?  Do you make good grades?  

Do you have a good job?  Did you raise good kids?  Do you have 

a good reputation?  Beware.  Those are the very things that will 

destroy your soul if you take pride in them.  Those things will 

keep you from God if you boast in them instead of boasting in 

God.   

So it is crucial for all of us to hear what I’m getting ready 

to say: Whatever you’re tempted to take pride in, God doesn’t 

need it.  You’re not that good.  You’re not that smart.  You’re not 

that pretty.  You’re not that successful.  You’re not that great of a 

leader.  God doesn’t need it from you.  So there’s no reason to 

boast in it.  Boast in Him. 

The third application is this: God calls us to things that 

are bigger than we are, so it will be clear that He did it.  As you 

follow God in your life… as we follow God in this church… we 

are always going to be too weak and too foolish for the things 

God calls us to do.  That’s exactly how God works: God always 

calls us to things that are impossible for us to do on our own, 

because He doesn’t want us to do them on our own.  If our 

wisdom and our strength and our plans are enough to get it done, 

then we’re not doing what God called us to do… because God 

calls us to things that only He can do, so that we will depend on 

His grace.  And then when it gets done, there’s no doubt who did 

it, and God gets all the glory for doing it. 

So I pray that we will never be content to play it safe and 

just do what we can do.  I pray that we will long for the Spirit to 
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move.  I pray that we will beg and we will plead for the Spirit to 

pour out His power and to sweep us up in His great work.  I pray 

that God will get great glory in our lives as we trust Him to do 

the work that only He can do. 

And that brings us to our last application.  There may be 

some of you here today who feel like you don’t have anything to 

offer God… that you’re a nobody who will never be good 

enough.  Good.  That means you’re exactly who God is looking 

for.  You’re exactly who God wants to use.  God’s grace is for 

you today.  And God will get great glory in your life if you will 

humbly trust Him to use you in a way that only He can.  Listen, 

God doesn’t need people who want to show how much they can 

do for God.  God wants people who know how much they need 

God to do for them.  Let me say that again for you, because it 

captures our whole text.  God doesn’t need people who want to 

show how much they can do for God.  God wants people who 

know how much they need God to do for them.  So don’t come 

boasting in yourself.  Don’t come trusting in your credentials.  

Here’s the invitation this morning: Come broken and empty and 

desperate and needy and humble, and boast in the grace of the 

great God who will use even you.            

 

 

 

 


