note. Paul asks us to think back to the day when God called u®rize winners? Are any of you Rhodes Scholars? Ar
by His grace and we first began trusting Jesus. He asks us to advisors to the President? Are any of you professors
remember who we were when God called us and saved us. SoOxford or Harvard or Yale? By human standards, not
I’'m going to ask you to do that right now. Think about that are wise. Maybe none of us. Keep thinking about wh
moment when God’s grace gripped your heart and opened youwhen God called you, and look at what’s next on Paul
eyes and drew you to Jesus. Remember who you were when Gadhy were influential.” How many of you run a billi
called you, and listen to these verses. Paul writes, “Brothers, company? How many of you know the codes to our ¢
think of what you were when you were called. Not many of yomuclear weapons? Have many of you can pick up the
were wise by human standards; not many were influential; norcall the President? The Vice President? The Governc
many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of Whnan standards, not many of us are influential. May
world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the wonkl Keep thinking about who you were when God cal
to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world aadd look at what’s next on Paul’s list, “Not many wer
the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify thebirth.” Are any of you in line to become king or quec
things that are, so that no one may boast before him. It is country? Any princes or princesses in here? Well, m
because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become feamebody in here, your father was the President of th
us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness andStates? No? Well, how many of you had a parent wh
redemption. Therefore, as it is written: ‘Let him who boasts Governor of Tennessee? A Senator? Anything? Our

boast in the Lord.”” royalty is Mrs. Hibbett... She was the mayor of Mt. I



exactly right. He says, “But God chose the foolish things of theorld, the weak things, the lowly things, the despised
world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the wotld things that are not.
to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and But why? Why would God ever do it that way
the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify thewould He say, “Give me the foolish instead of the wis
things that are...” the weak instead of the strong. Give me the lowly anc
Paul tells us that God looks at everything in this worlddespised instead of the influential and the noble.”? L
and He sees all the world’s wisdom and all the world’s strengtR9, “So that no one may boast before him.” The reas
and all the world’s glory, and God says, “That’s not what I’'m chooses the foolish and the weak and the lowly and th
looking for. I want the foolish, the weak, the lowly, the instead of the wise and the strong and the influential a
despised.” God says, “Give me the nobodies and the nothingsnoble is so that no one will be able to boast before Go
That’s who I’m looking for.” will be able to say, “I was so good that God chose me
And if you think about it, you see God doing this over mthat so important? Why is it so important that no o1
over and over throughout the whole story of the Bible. When to boast before God? Look at verse 31, “Therefore, a
God starts the nation of Israel, He chooses an infertile elderly written: ‘Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.” The
couple with no children and not one square foot of land betweetis so important that no one boast before God is beca
the two of them. How are you going to make a nation out of everyone should be boasting in God. The only boasti
that? The two things you need for a nation are people and landhould exist in the whole universe is boasting about G

and they don’t have either one. And that’s who God chooses. deserves all the glory in the universe. God is worthy «



Now, this truth is so huge... this truth about God’s glosgeal the car, then justice would be for the judge to say
is so central to all reality... that I want to make sure we look agitilty. So justice is when the right judgment is declar
very closely and think very carefully about it. And I want to start ~ And with that in mind, [ want you to imagine f
by raising a question that some of you may have. We’ve just smdrything in all reality is placed before you. Every p
that God is working for His own glory. God chooses in such avery value, every treasure, every desire, and you hav
way that all boasting will be in Him, and He will get all glory fohat is most valuable. You have to decide what is the
Himself. And the question I want to ask is, “Is it okay for Godtiportant thing in all reality. What matters most? Th
do that? Is it right for God to work for His own glory?” clearly teaches us that God’s glory matters most. Goc

And the reason I ask that question is because we’ve allmost important. Everything else is about God’s glory
known people who seek glory for themselves... people who arEverything else exists for God’s glory. So God’s glot
proud and arrogant and boastful and self-centered... and we ultimate, most important thing in the universe. So in «
know that’s not a good thing. It’s not right for us to seek our gwn to be just... in order for justice to be done, you he
glory, so is it right for God to seek His own glory? the declaration that God’s glory is most important... t

Now, I’ll go ahead and tell you up front the answer is ylesorder for justice to be done, you have to make the r
It is right for God to seek His own glory. But I don’t want us jadgment and your verdict has to match reality, and re
stop with just the answer. [ want us to work to really see why @itsd’s glory is most important. So justice demands th
right for God to seek His own glory. And I want us to see it frGimd’s glory as most important.

several different angles. The first angle is the angle of justice. Well, guess what? Even though you and I are



The only other alternative is that God would treat His you choose isn’t as valuable as God’s glory. And wis
glory as less valuable than it really is. But if He does that, thatscognize the value of God’s glory and make a good ¢
the wrong verdict, and then He’s not just, and then He’s not Gadat God’s glory as most valuable.

So if you think about God’s justice, you see that it is just Well, guess what? Even though you and I are:
and right for God to treat His glory as most important, becausewise... even though we don’t always make good deci:
His glory really is most important. God does, because God is perfectly wise. God alway:

Let’s think about this truth from another angle. Let’s topmpletely perfect insight. And God always makes tt
the angle of wisdom. Wisdom means that you have the insighbest decisions. And therefore, when God thinks abou
and discernment to make good decisions. For example, imagigory, in His wisdom, God sees that His glory is most
that you have a distant relative who is very wealthy and he pasdasd God makes the right decision: He chooses to trea
away. And in his will, he leaves you his 1931 Bugatti Royale as if it’s most valuable, because it really is!

Kellner Coupe. Now, you may not know what that is. I didn’t, The only other alternative is that you would he
either. So let me tell you. That’s the most expensive car in théook at His glory and then look at something else that
world. In 1987, it sold for $8.7 million. And your wealthy  valuable and then foolishly decide to treat that other tl
relative wills you this car. Now, imagine a car dealer hears abewetre more valuable than His glory. But if God does t
it, and he makes you an offer. He says, “I will give you $10 fdgod is not wise, and if God is not wise, then God is n
the car.” If you say yes, and you sell that $8.7 million car for So if you think about God’s wisdom, you see 1

$10, is that wise? No! That’s foolish. That’s stupid. Wisdonabsolutely right for God to treat His glory as most val



For example, Christy and I love Sydney. And because we lovewn glory. It is loving for God to seek His own glory
her, we feed her, we clothe her, we change her diapers. Now, His glory is what’s best for you, and He loves you by
imagine if we said, “You know, sometimes she gets cranky whehat’s best for you.
we try to feed her, so we’re just going to stop feeding her. The only other alternative is that you would h¢
Sometimes she squirms when we’re putting her clothes on, so look at His glory and know that it is best for you, and
we’re going to stop clothing her. Sometimes she cries when wW&Y ou know, sometimes they get cranky when I try to
change her diaper, so we’re going to stop changing it.” Wouldny glory. Sometimes they think that makes me selfis
that be loving? No. Because we’re not doing what’s best for Ienmetimes they just want to live for themselves, so I’
And by the way, notice that there may be times when we’re daingn what they want and not give them my glory.” D
what’s best for her and she doesn’t like it... but we do what’s that if God did that, then God would not be loving, be
best for her anyway, because we love her. And I don’t have towould not be doing what’s best for you? And if God’
tell you that this will play itself out more and more over the neltving, then God’s not God.
few years as we have to discipline her and correct her, because So if you think about God’s love, you see that
we know that it’s best for her to learn obedience, and we love hempels Him to seek His own glory, because His love
so much that we’re going to give her what’s best. He wants to give you what’s best for you, and His glo
Now, let’s take this truth about love, and let’s think abdwest for you.
God. Does God love you? Absolutely. God loves you. God is And before we move on, let me offer one mor

love. And that means that God wants to do what is best for yoillustration, because I really want to make sure we’re |



your team the best chance to win. He’s not just thinking aboutainything to boast about. And if God chose them, it’s
himself. He’s thinking about what’s best for you, and what’s bhety deserved it... it’s not because they had anything
for the whole team. And it just so happens that him taking theGod... it’s only because God is gracious, and therefor
shot is what’s best for the team. all the glory. But my question is, how does that keep
Listen, when God says, “I’m going to do things so thatand the strong and the influential and the noble from t
you have to boast in me instead of boasting in yourself,” He’s mmtan, can’t they still say, “I’'m wise. I’m strong. I’'m
being selfish. He’s doing what’s best for you. It is best for yolim noble. I’'m going to boast about that”? Yes, they
to boast in God and glory in God. That is the very essence of that. But do you see what God’s response will be? T
heaven. And being so consumed with your own glory that you'I’'m wise. I’m strong. I’m influential. I’'m noble.” .
miss God’s glory is the very essence of hell. So when God seshys, “So what? That doesn’t mean anything to me. |
His own glory, He’s doing what’s best for you. It just so happany of that. I don’t need your wisdom. I don’t need y
that God’s glory, and not your own glory, is what’s best for yatrength. I don’t need your influence. I don’t need yc
So all of that to answer the question, “Is it right for Godléok at who I use. I use foolish, weak, despised com
work for His own glory?” And the answer is: Absolutely! It i§ accomplish all my purposes, because I am God.”
just, and it is wise, and it is loving for God to work for His own So by choosing the foolish and the weak and t
glory, because His glory really is most important, His glory redlbyd shows the wise and the strong and the noble that
is most valuable, and His glory really is best for us. have anything to boast about, because their wisdom ai

And now, with that great truth in mind, let’s go back tcand nobility don’t carry any weight before God. God



weak and the despised can’t boast, because it’s clear that they and the noble to recognize how much they need God «
didn’t deserve for God to choose them. They didn’t have God and to depend on God, because they’re much mo
anything to offer God. God offered His grace to them. And tHmnproud of themselves and to think that they’re good
the wise and the strong and the noble can’t boast, because it’s And no one can come to God in that way. So God do
clear that God doesn’t need them. Their wisdom and strength the wise and the influential and the noble who come t
and nobility don’t matter. The very thing they might take prideumbly... but most of them don’t, because their wisdo
in is actually worthless, so they don’t have anything to boast influence and their nobility is a stumbling block for th
about, either. No one can boast before God. we see this all the time in the New Testament. The pr

And in just a minute, we’re going to close with some the tax collectors, the sinners... they come to Jesus an
ways that this text applies to our lives. But before we do, therdlsm because they’re desperate and broken and needy.
a possible misunderstanding that I want to make sure we avoidknbw it! But the Pharisees, the religious leaders, the 1
can imagine someone reading these verses and then saying, “Saulers... they reject Jesus, because they’re too proud a
God only chooses foolish, weak, despised people, and He rejecighteous to bow before Him and admit they need Hin
all the wise, strong, noble people.” No, that’s not true. Look dhe few Pharisees and religious leaders and wealthy p:
verse 26 closely. Paul says, “Brothers, think of what you weralo come in humble faith... Nicodemus, Joseph of Ari
when God called you. Not many of you were wise by human Paul, Lydia... God accepts them in His grace. Their y
standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble their wealth and their influence don’t disqualify them,

birth.” Paul says not many were wise, influential, and noble, bhe¢y stop trusting in it and start trusting in God.



this text applies to our lives. The first application is that it dodseep you from God if you boast in them instead of bo
not matter what the world thinks about you. Do you see that? Giod.
doesn’t matter if the world thinks you’re wise or foolish. It So it is crucial for all of us to hear what I’'m g¢
doesn’t matter if the world thinks you’re strong or weak. It to say: Whatever you’re tempted to take pride in, God
doesn’t matter if the world loves you or despises you... becausgeed it. You’re not that good. You’re not that smart.
the world’s standards don’t mean anything to God. The only that pretty. You’re not that successful. You’re not th
thing that matters in your life is whether God has called you byeader. God doesn’t need it from you. So there’s no1
His grace and you are humbly trusting Him. boast in it. Boast in Him.

And Church, I pray that you see how much freedom and The third application is this: God calls us to th
joy there is in this truth. So many of you spend so much time are bigger than we are, so it will be clear that He did i
worried about what everybody thinks: Do they like me? Do thigtlow God in your life... as we follow God in this ch
approve of me? Do they agree with me? Are they impressed are always going to be too weak and too foolish for th
with me? Do they think I’'m smart? Do they think I’'m good? God calls us to do. That’s exactly how God works: G
Do they think I’'m successful? It doesn’t matter! None of thatcalls us to things that are impossible for us to do on o1
carries any weight with God, so stop worrying about it! Let theecause He doesn’t want us to do them on our own. |
world think you’re a fool. Let the world think you’re weak. Itwisdom and our strength and our plans are enough to
doesn’t matter what the world thinks about you. The only thinthen we’re not doing what God called us to do... beca

that matters is for you to humbly trust God’s grace. And therecslls us to things that only He can do, so that we will «



And that brings us to our last application. There may be
some of you here today who feel like you don’t have anything to
offer God... that you’re a nobody who will never be good
enough. Good. That means you’re exactly who God is looking
for. You’re exactly who God wants to use. God’s grace is for
you today. And God will get great glory in your life if you will
humbly trust Him to use you in a way that only He can. Listen,
God doesn’t need people who want to show how much they can
do for God. God wants people who know how much they need
God to do for them. Let me say that again for you, because it
captures our whole text. God doesn’t need people who want to
show how much they can do for God. God wants people who
know how much they need God to do for them. So don’t come
boasting in yourself. Don’t come trusting in your credentials.
Here’s the invitation this morning: Come broken and empty and
desperate and needy and humble, and boast in the grace of the

great God who will use even you.



