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Our text today puts me in a very interesting position.  We’re continuing our study of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, and we’ve come to 1 Corinthians chapter 2.  And in this chapter, Paul describes how he preached when he preached to the Corinthians.  As a result, this chapter gives us a picture of what biblical preaching should look like… which means that this chapter gives us a picture of what you should expect from me every time I stand before you to preach the Bible.  
In other words, our text puts me in the position of preaching about how I should preach.  So one of the main purposes of today’s sermon is for you to see what the Bible says you should expect from me as your pastor.  I need you to evaluate my preaching and make sure I’m preaching the way that God calls me to.  The second purpose of today’s sermon is for you to see how you can pray for me as your pastor.  My life will be well-spent, and you will be well-served, if I preach the way Paul describes in this chapter.  But the only way I will ever preach like that is by the grace of God.  God must equip and empower and enable me, because I cannot do it on my own.  I am insufficient and weak; God is sufficient and powerful.  So I ask you to pray that God will pour out His grace and enable me to preach the way He calls me to.  The third purpose of today’s sermon is to teach you what you should expect of anyone who ever claims to preach the Word of God, whether in this pulpit or anywhere else.  And I want you to know I feel a burden to protect you in this area as your pastor.  This world is full of false teachers and charlatans posing as preachers of the Bible, and I want you to be able to recognize them so that you can be protected from their deception.  The fourth purpose of today’s sermon is that any of you who ever teach the Bible in any capacity will know how God calls you to teach.  You see, even though today’s text speaks directly to me as your pastor, it doesn’t speak only to me.  It speaks to anyone who ever teaches the Bible.  Whether you teach children, students, adults, Sunday School, AWANA, Wednesday nights, a Bible study in your home, an accountability group... our text today tells you how God calls you to teach.  And then finally, God has orchestrated one more tremendous purpose for today’s sermon.  Many of you know James and Christina Jett.  They’ve been members here for several years, and they’ve served extremely faithfully.  About a year ago, we ordained James to the ministry in recognition of God’s call on his life.  And we’ve been praying that God would lead them and use them for His purposes, and two weeks ago God saw fit to call James to pastor Springhill Baptist Church.  And on James’ last Sunday here, God, in His perfect wisdom and timing, has brought us to a text that serves both as the charge for James’ ministry and as the call for us to pray that these things will be true of James.    
So turn to 1 Corinthians chapter 2 – if you haven’t already – and let’s read the first 13 verses.  1 Corinthians 2:1-13.  Paul writes, “When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.   For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling.  My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.

“We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.  No, we speak of God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began.  None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  However, as it is written: ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him’—but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.  The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit within him?  In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.  This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.”
There’s a lot packed into this text, so we need to take it one piece at a time.  In the first five verses, Paul tells us what he preached, how he preached, and why he preached.  Let’s start with the what in verses 1-2.  Paul writes, “When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.   For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”  Paul says that what he preached was Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  The content of his sermons wasn’t a bunch of human wisdom and human opinions and human philosophies.  What he preached was Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  Next, Paul tells us how he preached.  Look at verses 3-4.  He writes, “I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling.  My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power…”  Paul says that how he preached was with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power.  The strength of his preaching wasn’t found in his speaking ability or his charm or his charisma or his persuasiveness.  In fact, Paul says that he wasn’t impressive at all.  He was weak and fearful and trembling.  He had no strength in himself.  The strength for his preaching came from the power of the Spirit.  

So what Paul preached was Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  How Paul preached was with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power.  And now we’re ready to see why Paul preached the way he did.  Look at verse 5, “… so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.”  

Do you hear that?  This is huge.  Paul says the reason why he preached the way he did is so that their faith would be built on God’s power and not on man’s wisdom.  That’s why he preaches Christ crucified and not just human wisdom… that’s why he relies on the Spirit’s power and not his own speaking abilities… because he wants their faith to be in God and not in him.  He wants them to actually encounter God in his preaching, and not just himself.
And Church, let me tell you, this is the goal of all true, biblical preaching.  The goal of biblical preaching is to stir up faith in God.  The goal of biblical preaching is to declare who God is, from the truth of God’s Word, in the power of God’s Spirit, so that people see God and are drawn to Him and are captivated by how great He is, so that they trust Him and put their faith in Him.  And preaching that serves any other purpose… whether it be to showcase the preacher’s talents or to impress people with his wisdom or to make people laugh at his stories or to draw a big crowd or to make people feel good about themselves… if the purpose is anything other than stirring up faith in our great God, then it is not biblical preaching.  So the goal of biblical preaching is to stir up faith in God.
The next thing we need to see is the purpose behind that goal.  Why is the goal of preaching to stir up faith in God?  What’s the purpose of that goal?  And the best way to see that answer is to remember the context of these verses.  We didn’t just jump into chapter 2 in a vacuum.  We spent seven weeks in chapter 1.  And there’s a very important connection between the end of chapter 1 and the beginning of chapter 2.  I think we can see the connection by looking at three verses in chapter 1.  First, look at verse 17.  Paul says, “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel – not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.”  Do you hear the connection to our text today?  Paul says he was called to preach the gospel, but not with human wisdom, because the power of the cross isn’t found in human wisdom.  God has chosen to pour out His power through the preaching of Jesus Christ and Him crucified, not through human wisdom.  But why?  Why does God do it this way?  Look at verse 29 and then verse 31, “… so that no one may boast before him… Therefore, as it is written, ‘Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.’”  The reason that God pours out His power through the gospel of Christ crucified and not through human wisdom is so that God gets all the glory in salvation.  If human wisdom and human speaking abilities was what saved people, then humans would get the glory for saving people.  But the message of the gospel is that God did all the work to save us and God has all the power to save us.  And therefore, God gets all the glory for saving us.  Therefore, let him who boasts boast in the Lord, because the Lord did it all.  And then the very next thing Paul says is, “When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.   For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”  So the connection between chapter 1 and chapter 2 is that the reason Paul preached God’s gospel and not man’s wisdom is so that God would get the glory and not man.  In other words, the deepest purpose behind biblical preaching is to glorify God.  The reason that biblical preaching wants to stir up faith in God is because God is glorified when people put their faith in Him.  When people trust God, they are showing that God is trustworthy… and that’s to God’s glory.  It’s to God’s glory when He is shown to be trustworthy and faithful and reliable and good.  So God gets glory when you trust Him.  And biblical preaching wants to stir up your faith in God because biblical preaching wants to glorify God.  
So… the goal of biblical preaching is to stir up faith in God.  And the deepest purpose behind that goal is to glorify God.  And that means the most important question we can ask about preaching and teaching is, “How can we preach and teach in such a way that we glorify God?”  We’re going to spend the rest of our time this morning answering that question.  And in our text, we’re going to look at six characteristics of preaching that glorifies God.
The first characteristic of preaching that glorifies God is that it is Christ-centered.  Look at verse 2 again.  Paul writes, “For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”  Now, this verse doesn’t mean that Paul never taught about anything other than the crucifixion.  How do we know that?  Because we have 9 letters that Paul wrote to 7 different churches in the New Testament, and he teaches them about all sorts of different issues.  For example, just in this letter to the Corinthians, Paul teaches about unity, church discipline, lawsuits, sexual purity, marriage and singleness, Christian freedom, the Lord’s Supper, spiritual gifts, serving in the church, worship, the resurrection, and giving to other believers who are in need.  So when Paul says, “I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified,” we know that doesn’t mean he never talked about anything other than the crucifixion.  So what does it mean?  It means that Jesus Christ and Him crucified is at the center of everything Paul taught.  Everything Paul teaches in this letter is built on the foundation of Jesus Christ and His cross and His gospel.  For example, the reason there should be unity in the church is because Jesus has united us to God and united us to one another through the cross.  The reason we should practice church discipline is because the church belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ, and we should be pure and holy for our Lord.  The reason we don’t bring lawsuits against other believers is because the cross of Christ teaches us to die to ourselves and die to our rights.  The reason for sexual purity is because we were bought at a price when Jesus died on the cross and we now belong to God.  Therefore, we should honor God with our body.  The greatest reason for your marriage is so that you can paint a picture of Jesus’ relationship with the church.  The greatest reason for staying single is so that you can devote yourself completely to Jesus.  The reason the Lord’s Supper is so important is because we are proclaiming the death of Jesus.  And on and on and on.  Everything Paul teaches… everything that matters for the church… is built on Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  And therefore, all biblical teaching must be Christ-centered.  You never get away from Jesus… Where else will you go?  God has done His great work in Jesus, and therefore, God is glorified through Christ-centered preaching and teaching.  
So the first characteristic of preaching that glorifies God is that it is Christ-centered.  Church, you should expect this… you should demand this… of anyone who ever claims to preach and teach the Bible.  Does everything they say center on Jesus and exalt Jesus and make a huge deal out of Jesus?  Please pray this for me… that my preaching and teaching will always be Christ-centered.  Demand it of me.  And demand it of yourself.  I pray that all of our preaching and all of our teaching will be Christ-centered to the glory of God.

The second characteristic of preaching that glorifies God is that it is humble.  Look at verse 1 and then verse 3.  Paul writes, “When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God…” Verse 3, “I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling.”  Paul says that he didn’t preach to draw attention to his strengths or his talents or his abilities.  In fact, he didn’t arrogantly trust in himself at all.  When he considered the unfathomably high calling of preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ, and then he considered himself, he trembled at his own weakness and insufficiency.  He was filled with a humble fear, because he knew how unworthy he was to be a servant of Jesus Christ.  Church, true biblical teaching always makes a big deal out of Jesus and not a big deal out of the teacher, because the teacher should be humbled that God would call a sinner like him to speak the glories of the gospel of Jesus.  And that type of humility glorifies God, because it directs all the attention to God’s strength and God’s sufficiency and God’s grace.  
The third characteristic of preaching that glorifies God is that it is bold.  And a lot of us have trouble understanding how boldness and humility fit together, so I hope we can see it in our text.  Immediately after Paul talks about his weakness and his fear and his trembling in verse 3, look at the very next thing he says in verses 4-5.  He says, “My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.”  Do you hear what a great contrast this is to verse 3?  Paul says, “Even though I was weak and fearful, my preaching wasn’t weak and fearful.  No, my preaching came with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power.”  Paul’s boldness and Paul’s power didn’t come from Paul; they came from the Spirit.  And this is why Paul could be both humble and bold.  He humbly recognized his own weakness and his own insufficiency.  But then he preached boldly, because the power of his preaching was found in the Spirit and not in himself.  It didn’t matter that he was weak and insufficient.  In fact, you could even say that was a good thing, because it drove him to the Spirit, and that’s where true spiritual power is found.  So humility and boldness aren’t mutually exclusive.  They actually go hand-in-hand.  The person who humbly trusts in the Spirit will be much bolder than the person who arrogantly trusts in himself, because the Spirit’s power is much greater than man’s power.
And before we move on, let’s take just a minute to talk about what Paul means when he says he preached with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power.  In the early days of the church, God gave Paul and the other apostles the ability to perform miracles and heal people.  Those miracles confirmed that God really had given the apostles the authority to add to the Bible and write the New Testament.  And it’s possible that that miraculous power is what Paul’s talking about in our text today when he says that he preached “with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power.”  But I don’t think that’s the most likely meaning when we keep the context in mind and remember what Paul has already said in this letter.  For example, look back at chapter 1, verse 17 again.  Paul writes, “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel – not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.”  And then verses 23-24, “We preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  So most likely when Paul talks about the demonstration of the Spirit’s power just a few verses later in chapter 2, the power He is talking about is the power of the cross.  It’s the power of the gospel of Jesus to transform people’s lives.  Paul is saying, “I preached Jesus Christ and Him crucified to you, and you know how powerful that truth is, because it changed you.  The truth of the gospel opened your eyes and softened your heart and stirred up faith inside of you and united you with Jesus and brought you from death to life.  You’ve experienced the Spirit’s power in the preaching of the cross.”
So Church, when we talk about bold preaching, we’re not talking about people who rant and rave just because they’ve got a chip on their shoulder.  We’re not talking about people who say things in the most offensive way possible just for the sake of being offensive.  That’s not bold preaching.  That’s human flesh.  When we talk about bold preaching, we’re talking about people who are willing to declare Jesus Christ and His gospel as the only means to make you right with God and change your life.  We’re talking about preachers who really believe that the declaration of the gospel has the power to change people’s lives.  And so they boldly declare Jesus and Jesus alone, and they trust the Spirit to pour out His life-changing power through the gospel.  And that type of preaching and that type of teaching glorifies God, because God’s gospel is what’s being declared, and God’s Spirit is the one doing the work, so God gets all the credit and all the glory.     
The fourth characteristic of preaching that glorifies God is that it is wise.  This is a very important truth for us to see after what we’ve seen so far in verses 1-5.  In verses 1-5, Paul has emphasized a lot that he didn’t preach with human wisdom.  And some people mistakenly take that to mean that preachers shouldn’t be educated, shouldn’t study, shouldn’t plan out what they’re going to say.  That’s not at all what Paul means.  Look at verses 6-7, “We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.  No, we speak of God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began.”  Paul says, “Let me clarify something.  When I say that I didn’t preach with wise and persuasive words, I don’t mean that I rambled thoughtlessly or babbled incoherently.  No, we speak a message of wisdom.  But what I meant is that it’s not the wisdom of this world.  It’s not something that a human mind can think up on its own.  No, this wisdom comes from the mind of God Himself before the beginning of time.  And that means this wisdom is so great that the world can’t even understand it.”  
Church, beware of preaching that never rises above the things of this world.  Beware of teaching that never stretches your mind and never inspires you to dwell on great spiritual realities.  Beware of preaching that never takes you to the deep well of spiritual truth… that never urges you to drink and drink and drink of the things of God until you have no thirst left for the things of this world.  Especially beware of all the false teaching out there that just promises you health and wealth and prosperity in this life with no mention of being crucified with Christ, no mention of dying to your pride and dying to your self-sufficiency and dying to your self-righteousness.  Beware of teaching that handles the cross like a trinket or a piece of jeweler, instead of the place where you come to die to yourself and find new life in Christ.  True biblical teaching brings you to an encounter with spiritual realities that go far beyond the thinking of this world.  Look at what Paul says in verses 8-9, “None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  However, as it is written: ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.’”  Paul tells us that the wisdom of God that he preaches is so great that a human mind can’t even comprehend it.  So when Paul says that he didn’t preach with human wisdom, he doesn’t mean that he didn’t study or didn’t prepare or didn’t use his mind.  No, what he means is that he didn’t rely on those things, because all the human study and all the human preparation and all the human intelligence in the world isn’t enough.  The message of God’s wisdom in Jesus is so great and so profound that it takes more than human wisdom to grasp it and explain it… Not less than human wisdom; more!  Biblical preaching and teaching doesn’t mean that you check your mind at the door.  No, biblical preaching and teaching is filled with wisdom.  It’s so wise that it requires all of your mind, and then that’s still not enough.           
And that brings us to our fifth characteristic of preaching that glorifies God.  Think about what we just read in verse 9.  Paul says, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.”  If that’s true… if no human being can comprehend what God has done for us in Jesus… then how can anybody talk about it and how can anybody understand what’s said about it?  How can there be any preaching at all?  Look at verse 10, “But God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.” No human being could figure this truth out on his own.  No human being is wise enough to explain it and no human being is wise enough to understand it… But God has revealed it to us by His Spirit.  We don’t figure it out on our own; God reveals it.  No human teaches this truth with his own wisdom; the Spirit of God Himself teaches this truth.  And that means preaching that glorifies God will always be dependent on the Spirit.  
Look at how Paul explains this truth in verses 10-13.  First, in verses 10-11, he says, “The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit within him?  In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.”  Paul is giving us an illustration here.  He tells us to think about people, and think about the fact that no one truly knows what another person is thinking inside their mind.  Only that person truly knows what he’s thinking.  Right?  You can’t look at me and know for sure what I’m thinking.  The only way you’ll know what I’m thinking is if I tell you.  And then Paul says the same thing is true of God.  No one can know God’s thoughts, except God Himself.  Only the Spirit of God can know the thoughts of God.  
But then, with that in mind, look at the very next thing Paul says in verse 12, “We have not received the spirit of this world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.”  Only the Spirit of God knows the thoughts of God… and God has given us His Spirit.  The very one who knows the very thoughts of God has been given to us, so that we can understand what God has revealed.  The Spirit knows the thoughts of God, and the Spirit comes and dwells in us and teaches us the truth that we could never know on our own.  And then verse 13, “This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.”  When we teach spiritual truths, we’re not the ultimate teacher.  The Spirit is the ultimate teacher.  Only He can reveal spiritual truths.  And that means anyone who wants to preach or teach spiritual truths to the glory of God is completely dependent upon the Spirit.       
That brings us to our last characteristic of preaching that glorifies God.  Preaching that glorifies God is Bible-based.  Think about verse 10 again.  Paul says, “God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.”  The Spirit of God reveals the truth of God.  Well, 1 Peter 1:10-12 tells us that the Spirit inspired the prophets to write the Old Testament.  And in John 14:26, Jesus promised the apostles that the Spirit would come and remind them of everything Jesus taught them.  And that teaching is now written in the New Testament.  So the Spirit inspired the prophets to write the Old Testament, and the Spirit inspired the apostles to write the New Testament.  In other words, the truths that God has revealed to us by His Spirit are now recorded for us in the Bible.  That’s why the Bible is the authority for everything we ever say or do in this church and in our lives.  The Bible is the very truth of God Himself revealed by the very Spirit of God Himself.  

And that means all true biblical preaching and teaching must be grounded in the truth of the Bible.  When I preach to you, my words have authority only if they are an accurate interpretation, explanation, and application of the Bible.  And if it ever becomes my habit to preach things that are not grounded in the Bible, then I trust our pastors to lovingly but firmly ask me to step down.  If what I say is not grounded in the Bible, it has no spiritual power or authority.  On the other hand, if what I say is grounded in the Bible, then it has the very power and authority of God Himself.   
And Church, I urge you to be on guard against impostors.  There are way too many so-called teachers who spend all their time waxing eloquent about their own opinions, pontificating about politics and the latest news headlines, ranting about our culture, pondering ways to improve the economy and save the environment, offering seven steps of self-help to be a better you, but never once grounding a bit of that human thinking in the Bible.  Church, you don’t need to hear what they think.  You don’t need to hear what I think.  You don’t need to hear what anybody else thinks.  You need to hear what God thinks, and God has revealed what He thinks by His Spirit in His Word.  And therefore, preaching that glorifies God is Bible-based.
So... let’s bring everything together.  The goal of all true biblical preaching and teaching is to stir up faith in God, so that God will be glorified.  And preaching and teaching glorifies God when it is Christ-centered, humble, bold, wise, dependent on the Spirit, and Bible-based.
And I want us to close with four pieces of application this morning.  First, I want you to ask yourself: Is this what you look for in preaching?  Is this what you are drawn to in preaching?  Because there’s a tendency in our world today to be drawn to all the wrong things.  Way too often we’re drawn to a polished speaker who dresses nice and tells good stories and impresses us with his larger-than-life personality more than we’re drawn to biblical preaching that declares Jesus Christ and Him crucified in the power of the Spirit.  And Church, please don’t misunderstand me.  It’s not that all that other stuff is bad.  All of it can be used to declare Jesus and His gospel to the glory of God.  Declaring Jesus is worthy of everything we’ve got.  But don’t you dare settle for all that human stuff in place of the stuff that really matters.  So what do you look for in preaching?  What are you drawn to in preaching?  Are you just drawn to a human, or are you drawn to the glory of God in Jesus?
Second piece of application: I pray that we always value the Bible the way that we should around here.  Everything we say and do should be grounded in the Bible.  The Bible is our absolute authority and our only authority.  Earlier today you heard from Bill Young, who’s a Gideon in our church.  In a few minutes, you’re going to have the opportunity to give to support the Gideon ministry.  You know why we support that ministry?  Because it’s focused on getting the Bible into people’s hands all over the world.  And we believe that’s valuable, because we believe the Bible’s valuable.    

Third piece of application: Many of you are very kind to encourage me about my preaching.  You tell me that you receive spiritual benefit from my preaching.  And I want to say as sincerely as I can: I praise God for that.  I pray that you praise God for that.  If anything of spiritual significance happens when I preach, it is because God is gracious and He is at work through the power of His Spirit, and He gets all the credit and all the glory.     
And that brings us to our fourth piece of application: Pray for me.  Pray for all your pastors.  Pray for James Jett as he preaches to Springhill Baptist Church every week.  Pray for every person in this church who teaches the Bible in any way… Pray that God will pour out His Spirit, and we will depend on Him so that all of our preaching and all of our teaching in this place will be humble, wise, bold, Christ-centered, Bible-based teaching that stirs up faith to the glory of God! 
