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If you’re a follower of Jesus, every Sunday of your life should be filled with boasting.  Every Sunday you should brag… and brag… and brag some more.  And no, I haven’t lost my mind.  Listen to 1 Corinthians 1:31, “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”  The Bible commands us to boast.  We are supposed to boast.  We just aren’t supposed to boast in ourselves.  We’re supposed to boast in Jesus.  We don’t brag about anything we’ve done.  We brag about everything Jesus has done.  And the reason I said every Sunday of your life should be filled with boasting is not because you shouldn’t brag about Jesus all the other days of the week… you should… you should boast in Jesus every single day that you live on this earth.  But the reason I especially emphasize Sundays is because Sunday is the day that Jesus was raised from the dead.  Sunday is the day that Jesus triumphed over death and the grave, and He rose victorious.  That’s the whole reason we meet on Sundays: Because 2000 years ago on Easter Sunday, Jesus won!  And so now we get together on Sundays to celebrate Jesus’ victory and to boast in Him.  So no, your boasting in Jesus shouldn’t be limited to Sundays, but it should be especially exciting on Sundays.  Sunday is a day of raised hands and shouts of joy and celebration and bragging about Jesus, because He won every battle that matters.  He defeated sin.  He defeated death.  He defeated hell.  And we worship Jesus for everything He has done, and we boast in Him.

And the reason I’ve started today by talking about boasting is because that’s what our text is about.  We’re continuing our study of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, and today we’re focusing on 1 Corinthians 3:18-23.  Let’s read those verses together, and we’ll look at what they teach us about boasting, and then we’ll talk about some ways that these truths apply to us.  So, 1 Corinthians 3:18-23.  Paul writes, “Do not deceive yourselves.  If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a ‘fool’ so that he may become wise.  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight.  As it is written: ‘He catches the wise in their craftiness’; and again, ‘The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.’  So then, no more boasting about men!  All things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.”

It’s helpful if we start by seeing that Paul sandwiches his main command right in the middle of this text in verse 21.  Look at verse 21.  Paul writes, “So then, no more boasting about men!”  If you’ve been with us much during our time in 1 Corinthians, you’ll probably realize that this has been a common theme in the first three chapters.  And if you haven’t been with us… or if you have been, but you’re still a little foggy on what we’ve talked about… let me try to catch us all up real quick.  All the way back in chapter 1, verse 10 we learned that the Corinthians were having problems with divisions in the church.  And the source of the division is that they had groups in the church who were picking their favorite pastor and bragging about him.  So you had some people bragging about Paul and saying, “I follow Paul.”  Other people were bragging about Apollos and saying, “I follow Apollos.”  Other people were bragging about Peter and saying, “I follow Peter.”  And then each of these groups were swelling up with pride and arrogance, because they were saying, “We’ve got the best leader.”  So not only is there this problem of them bragging about men instead of bragging about God, there’s also this problem of them being prideful and arrogant about themselves.  And Paul has spent three chapters dealing with their pride and arrogance and human boasting.  And when you get to verse 21 today, it almost feels like Paul is just fed up with all their shenanigans, and he screams, “So then, no more boasting about men!”  Just stop it!

Why is Paul so fired up about this?  Why is he so upset about their human boasting?  We’ve seen at least three big reasons over the past few months why human boasting is so terrible.  One reason is because human boasting ruins the unity of the church.  We just looked at chapter 1, verse 10 and saw that it was causing divisions in the church.  And in chapter 3, verses 3-4 Paul says, “…there’s jealousy and quarreling among you… one says, ‘I follow Paul,’ and another, ‘I follow Apollos’…”  So this human boasting was causing jealousy and quarreling and divisions, and it was ruining the unity of the church.


A second reason why human boasting is so terrible is because it rots your soul.  Remember what we saw in chapter 1, verse 31 a few minutes ago.  Paul says, “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”  You were created to boast in Jesus.  You exist to give God glory and worship Him through His Son Jesus.  And if you take the boasting and the worship and the praise that you should be giving to God and you turn it on to anything else, then that boasting will start to stagnate and fester and eventually it’s going to rot in your soul, because it’s no longer being poured out the right way.  If you boast in anything other than God, you’re missing the very purpose for which you were created, and that will rot your soul.


And then the third reason why human boasting is so terrible is also the biggest reason.  It’s closely connected to what we just saw.  You were created to boast in God.  God deserves to get all your boasting and all your worship and all your praise.  And that means any time you boast in other people or boast in yourself, you rob God of the glory He deserves.  You’re giving to someone else what belongs to God alone.


So the reason Paul is so fired up about this human boasting is because it ruins the unity of the church, it rots your soul, and it robs God of the glory He deserves.  This is a really big deal.  That’s why Paul is so forceful and so adamant in verse 21 when he writes, “So then, no more boasting about men!”  But Paul doesn’t just leave that command to stand on its own.  It’s sandwiched right in the middle of the text.  So I want us to look at what Paul writes both before the command and after the command, because Paul gives us two great truths that serve as the antidote for human boasting… two great truths that can cure us and purify our hearts so that we boast in God alone.  
The first antidote for human boasting is this truth: On your own, you’ve got nothing.  Look at verses 18-20.  Paul writes, “Do not deceive yourselves.  If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a ‘fool’ so that he may become wise.  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight.  As it is written: ‘He catches the wise in their craftiness’; and again, ‘The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.’”

Paul says, “If you think you’re wise… if you’re the type of person who thinks you’ve got it all figured out… you’ve got the answers… you feel pretty good about yourself and what you know and how smart you are… guess what?  You’re not.”  If you think you’re wise by the standards of this world, the truth is, you’re foolish by God’s standards.  If you’re taking pride in your own wisdom, then your very wisdom is foolishness to God.  In fact, look at the last thing Paul says in verse 20.  He quotes Psalm 94:11, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.” The word translated futile can also be translated useless, powerless, or empty.  In other words, if you think you’re wise, your worldly wisdom is empty.  What you think you have, you don’t have.  You think you’ve got wisdom, but you don’t.  So there’s no reason for you to be proud and arrogant.  There’s no reason for you to boast and brag… because the very thing that you’re proud of, you don’t have.


And then it’s also important to see that this truth isn’t just limited to wisdom.  Look at what Paul says just a few verses later in chapter 4, verse 7.  He says, “For who makes you different from anyone else?  What do you have that you did not receive?  And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?”  Paul says, “Do you realize that there is nothing in your life that you have that you did not receive?”  Every single thing in your life you received from God.  You’re not the source of any of it.  God’s the source of all it.  If you’re smart, if you’re successful, if you’re athletic, if you’re popular, if you’re funny, if you’re pretty, if you’re strong-willed, if you’re determined, if you’re a hard worker, if you’re kind, if you’re loving, if you’re faithful, if you’re spiritually mature… God made you that way.  He gave that to you.  So it’s absolutely foolish for you to boast in any of that.  There’s no reason for you to take any pride in yourself, because on your own, you’ve got nothing.
So this first truth is the antidote we need any time we start to think too highly of self… any time we start to exalt self… any time we think we are self-sufficient… self-righteous… self-reliant… The answer is, “Don’t take pride in yourself.  Don’t boast in yourself, because on your own, you’ve got nothing.”  
That brings us to the second antidote for human boasting.  And in some ways, this second antidote is very different from the first.  It may surprise you.  It surprised me when I started working on this text, because it’s not at all what I expected Paul to say when he’s trying to cure the Corinthians of human boasting.  Look at verse 21 with me, and I hope you’ll see what I mean.  Paul writes, “So then no more boasting about men!  All things are yours.”  Do you realize what a strange verse that is?  Paul says, “You shouldn’t be boasting in men.  And here’s why: Because everything is yours.”  Doesn’t that seem like a really strange thing to tell someone who’s struggling with pride?  You’re already proud of yourself, and then I say to you, “Guess what?  Everything is yours.”  If you know somebody who constantly brags about all the things he has, doesn’t it seem strange to tell him that he owns everything?  How in the world is that an antidote for pride?  How’s it going to humble the Corinthians for Paul to say, “All things are yours”?

Church, this is so good, but we need to work to make sure we see it.  So let me give you a silly illustration about college basketball that I hope will help.  Two years ago, you may remember that the University of Kentucky Wildcats won the national championship.  Now, what you may not know, because I don’t ever talk about it, is that I’m a huge UK fan.  Just kidding.  I find all sorts of ways to work in these illustrations.  Anyway, two years ago, we had a really good team.  We were undefeated and ranked number one when we went to play Indiana.  And Indiana hit a last second three-pointer to beat us by one point.  And when they won that game, their fans stormed the court to celebrate the win.  And Christy asked me a great question.  She said, “Why don’t we ever storm the court?  Our fans never storm the court when we win.”  And she’s right.  Kentucky fans never storm the Rupp Arena court.  But there’s a good reason.  I told her, “When you storm the court, you’re saying, ‘It was a really big deal for us to win this game.  They’re better than us, and we’re so excited about beating them that we’re rushing the court to celebrate.’”  And then I gladly explained to Christy, “The reason we don’t storm the court is because it’s never that big of a deal for us to beat anybody, because we expect to beat everybody.  We’re the best, so we never make that big a deal out of winning any one game, because we expect to win all of them.”

Now, I want to make sure you see the connection, because there really is a point other than me just talking about UK basketball, I promise.  For just a minute, think of storming the court as bragging about that one game.  You’re boasting, “We won.  We won.  We beat you tonight,” and you’re bragging about that one game.  Now, there are two different ways to stop the boasting about that game.  One way is if you lose.  If you lose the game, you can’t boast about winning.  That was our first antidote, where Paul says, “On your own, you’ve got nothing.”  But what I explained to Christy is that the other way to stop the boasting about that one game is if you always win.  Then, you’re not going to make such a big deal out of just one game, because it’s just one of many.  And if you start to brag too much about that one game, your coach will say, “Stop bragging about that game.  We expect to win all the games.”  It’s exactly what Paul is saying in verses 21-23, “No more boasting about men!  All things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.”  In other words, God has given you all things in Jesus Christ, so why in the world do you feel the need to boast so much about your leaders?  It doesn’t make any sense for you to boast this much about any one thing when everything is yours.  Or to say it another way, “If you actually realized just how much God has given you… if you realized that God has given you all things in Jesus… then you wouldn’t be putting so much of your pride just in your leaders.”

Does that make sense?  And once we begin to understand Paul’s reasoning here, it gives us a tremendous insight into the heart of human boasting.  What Paul shows us is that one of the main reasons we boast… make sure you hear this… one of the main reasons we boast is because we’re insecure.  The person who brags the loudest about how good he is, deep down inside, he’s afraid he’s not good enough… so he brags that much louder to cover it up.  The person who wants everybody to know how smart he is, deep down inside, he’s not sure he’s that smart… so he’s always trying to prove it.  The person who wants everybody to know how much she’s done or how good her kids are or how great her life is, deep down inside, she’s really not sure… so she tries to convince herself by convincing everyone else.

And listen, this is all of us.  Deep in the heart of all human boasting, there lies a fear.  It’s the fear that we’re not enough… we’re not good enough, not smart enough, not pretty enough, not whatever enough.  And we cover up that insecurity by boasting… by making ourselves seem better than we really are.  I think that’s part of the reason why Paul starts verse 18 by saying, “Do not deceive yourselves.”  Don’t try to convince yourselves that you’re wiser or better than you really are, because the truth is, none of us are good enough.  On our own, none of us have what we need.  And it’s important that we know that.  But Paul doesn’t stop there.  He doesn’t just say, “On your own, you’ve got nothing.”  Then, he comes with this second antidote, and it’s the most amazing truth you will ever hear.  The second antidote for human boasting is this, “United to Christ, you’ve got everything.”  That’s what he’s saying in verses 21-23, “All things are yours… and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.”  When you put your faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior, God does a supernatural work of grace where He unites you to Jesus.  God declares that you are connected to Jesus on a deep, spiritual level.  That’s what it means for you to be “of Christ.”  You are united and connected to Christ.  And that means everything that belongs to Jesus now belongs to you.  And what belongs to Jesus?  All things!  The last thing Paul tells us in verse 23 is that Christ is of God.  Jesus is the Son of God… God the Son… fully connected to God in His very nature.  And that means that everything that belongs to God… which is every single thing that exists in all reality… all of it belongs to Jesus.  And if you’re connected to Jesus through faith, then all of it belongs to you.  In Jesus, everything that is God’s becomes yours.  God gives you what’s His… and that’s all things.  All things are God’s, and He gives it all to you in Christ.  United to Christ, you’ve got everything.

And do you see why this should destroy all human boasting?  Because now you can have the most incredible, mind-boggling security in all the world!  You don’t have to cover up any weaknesses.  You don’t have to hide any insufficiencies.  You don’t have to boast really loud about what you have to keep people from noticing what you don’t have.  Why?  Because God has given you all things in Christ!  You don’t have any weaknesses.  They’re covered by the strength of Christ.  You don’t have any insufficiencies.  They’re covered by the sufficiency of Christ.  You aren’t lacking anything.  You have the very grace of God in Christ to give you all His righteousness and all His holiness and all His goodness.  And that means there’s no reason for you to boast in anything human or anything worldly, whether in yourself or in anyone else, because you have all the things of Christ and all the things of God.  A billionaire doesn’t brag about having a penny in his pocket.  Shakespeare doesn’t brag about knowing his abc’s.  Einstein doesn’t brag about being able to count to ten.  Well, if you’re a follower of Jesus who knows that God has given you all things in Christ… you’re not going to boast in anything other than Christ!
And that brings us to one more very important thing we need to see about this truth.  Let me give you one more UK illustration.  This time, I want to pick on Pastor Phillip.  I already told you that two years ago, UK had a really good team.  Well, last year, we didn’t.  And after four straight losses to us, last year, Louisville finally beat us.  And some of you may know that Pastor Phillip is a Louisville fan.  He needs your prayers.  Anyway, when Louisville beat Kentucky, he gave me a hard time about it.  It was a big deal to him.  (And just to reinforce what we’ve already seen today, now you know that the reason it was such a big deal to him is because he is really insecure about Louisville basketball.  He had to draw attention to this one win, because he knows the overall quality of the program doesn’t compare to UK.  On the other hand, when he started giving me a hard time, I still had the assurance of knowing that we are 8-time national champions with the most all-time victories and the highest winning percentage in all of college basketball.  So I have a security that he doesn’t have.)  I hope you know I really am just teasing him right now.  Here’s the real point: As much fun as Phillip and I have aggravating each other, if Kentucky wins, what did I have to do with that?  Nothing.  I didn’t play the game.  I didn’t score a single a point.  And if Lousiville wins, what did he have to do with it?  Nothing.  He didn’t play.  And I can guarantee you he didn’t scored a single point.  So how silly is it, if somehow, we become proud and arrogant because our team won?  If we’re going to brag at all, we’ve got to brag about the team.  We didn’t do anything.  They did.

Well Church, listen, how much more is that true for followers of Jesus?  If God has given us all things in Christ… if God gives us His righteousness and His holiness and His goodness and His strength and His sufficiency in Christ, then how silly is it for us to be proud and arrogant?  We didn’t do any of that.  Jesus did it all!  And if we’re going to brag, we’ve got to brag about Jesus.  That’s why Paul says, “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”  He has done it all, so He gets all the glory.  He has given us all things, so all of our boasting and all of our bragging is about Him.  That’s how you cure human boasting.  Spend all your time boasting in Jesus, and it won’t ever even cross your mind to boast about yourself.  Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.  That is what you were created to do!  God has designed your heart to explode with worship for Him.  God created you to be a passionate, vibrant, vigorous, robust worshipper who boasts in God alone and brags about His great work in Jesus.
And the two truths we’ve seen in today’s text help give us a really good picture of what our lives will look like… the type of people we will become… if we’re growing as true worshippers who boast in God alone.  Think about each truth with me, and let’s make sure we see the practical effect that it should have in our hearts and our lives.

The first truth is that on your own, you’ve got nothing.  If that truth lodges in your heart, the practical effect of it is that you will be very humble before God.  You recognize your emptiness, your brokenness, your neediness… you know that left to yourself, apart from Christ, you have nothing good to your credit.  And you come humbly before God, trusting who He is, trusting that He has all things, and trusting that He graciously gives all things in Christ.  And then you thank Him and you praise Him for being so good and so generous and so gracious to you.  You worship Him and you boast in Him for giving you everything you need.  So when you get to a place where you’re truly boasting in God, you will be very humble before God.

And then, here’s the second thing that should happen in our hearts and our lives.  The second truth is that united to Christ, you’ve got everything.  And if that truth lodges in your heart, the practical effect of it is that you will take huge risks for God.  Think about this with me.  God has given you all things in Christ.  All things.  You know what that means for this life?  It means you’ve got nothing to lose.  Whatever you do in this life, if you’re living for Christ, when it’s all said and done, God is giving you all things.  If you were to follow Jesus in such a reckless way that it costs you everything in this life… that you lose everything for Jesus’ sake or that you give everything for Jesus’ sake… guess what?  You won’t actually lose it at all, because God’s giving you all things in Christ.  Do you know how much freedom and security there is in this truth?  You don’t have to hold on to anything in this life.  You don’t have to live with the fear of loss.  You can live with open hands and let it come and let it go, because it’s all yours anyway.  God is giving you everything that’s His, and that’s everything!  So what is it in this life that God’s calling you to do, and you’ve been afraid to take the risk?  Is God calling you to give more generously, and you’re afraid you won’t have enough?  All things are yours!  Give as much as you can, and you’ll still have everything!  Is God calling you to get involved in a ministry, and you’re afraid you can’t do it?  All things are yours!  God is giving you everything you need to do what He calls you to do.  Is God calling you to tell a friend or a neighbor about Jesus, and you’re afraid they’ll reject you?  All things are yours!  You don’t need their approval, because God has given you all the approval you need in Christ.  Is God calling you to leave your job and become a missionary, and you’re afraid of all the things you’ll have to give up to live that life?  All things are yours!  You can’t give it up, because God will keep giving it back to you forever.
The only question for us is: Do we really believe this truth?  Do we really believe what God has done for us in Christ?  Do we really believe He’s given us all things?  Because if we do, it will radically change the way we live this life.  We will take huge risks for God, because we know they’re not really risks at all.  We’ll be willing to lose everything for the sake of Christ, because we know that we can’t really lose it.  We’ll be willing to give everything, because we know it’s still all ours.  We might just look a little crazy and reckless as we follow Jesus in this short life.

And Church, I hope you see how great of a way this is for us to boast in God.  When we live recklessly and give generously and take risks for the cause of Christ, do you hear everything that says about God?  It says that God is more valuable to us than anything in this world.  It says that God is in control of everything in this world.  It says that God can be trusted to take care of us and to give us what we need.  And most of all, it says that all of our joy and all of our hope and all of our faith is in God and not just in this life.  So Church, I pray that you show how great God is and you boast in Him by taking huge risks for Him.  

And as we close, let me point out one way that both of these truths apply directly to all of us right now.  Three weeks ago, I gave you an update on our Journey of Grace capital campaign.  Over the past three years, God has blessed us with spiritual and numerical growth, and He’s blessed us by allowing us to expand our facilities.  Many of us have been giving to the Journey of Grace campaign to pay for our children’s wing and our new parking and our renovations.  We’re coming to the end of our original three-year commitments.  We’ve given $1.7 million so far, and our costs have totaled $6 million.  That means our balance on the loan is $4.3 million.  We want to pay that off as quickly as possible, hopefully within the next five years, so that we have maximum freedom to move forward when God leads us, whether in building a new worship center or some other ministry focus.  So three weeks ago, I asked that we all begin a time of prayer and fasting.  And I asked you to focus on three decisions.  First, what is God leading you to give between now and the end of the year, either to fulfill your original commitment, or above and beyond your original commitment?  Second, January 12 will mark the three-year anniversary of our first gifts.  What is God leading you to give as a one-time gift on that day?  Third, what is God leading you to give, over and above your tithe, to Journey of Grace next year, 2014?  And on November 10, we’re going to offer those three commitments to God during worship: what we will give for the rest of this year, what we will give on January 12, and what we will give in 2014.

Now, there are at least two dangers for us in this process.  One danger is that we will focus more on our buildings and our campus and our growth than we do on God.  We might even take pride in what’s happening here and start to boast in that instead of boasting in God.  And our text warns us today, do not boast in human things.  It’s foolish, and it’s empty.  Anything that has happened here, God has done, so boast in God alone.


The other danger is that we will look at our needs, and we’ll look at the obstacles, and we’ll be afraid that we don’t have enough to get it done.  You may think, “We don’t have enough money.  We don’t have enough parking long-term.  We don’t have enough worship space long-term.  We don’t have enough economic certainty.  We don’t have enough,” and you’ll be discouraged by this fear and this worry and this insecurity.  And if that’s the case, our text today says something so tremendous and so incredible that if I were just saying it on my own, you would say that I was exaggerating and trying to sell you some spin that’s too good to be true.  But here’s the thing: I’m not saying this on my own.  God Himself says this to us in 1 Corinthians 3:21.  He says, “All things are yours.”  You think we don’t have enough?  We have all things in Christ.  So don’t be afraid.  Make bold, risky, radical commitments in faith, because God is giving you all things in Christ!


So as we move forward on this Journey of Grace, I pray that we will be very humble before God.  I pray that we won’t boast about us or about anything that happens around here, but that we will boast in God alone.  I also pray that we will take huge risks for God.  I pray that we will believe God’s great promise that He has given us all things in Christ.  And I pray that we will come together every week to brag and brag and brag some more about Jesus and how great He is and everything that God has done for us in Him.    
